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ADDRESS 


TO THE — 


PARISHIONERS OF MUXON, 
IN THE 
l COUNTY OF STAFFORD, 


UPON THE 


AWFUL AND ALARMING 


QUANTITIES OF RAIN 


WHICH HAVE FALLEN AT THIS TIME, 


Vet AS” ++ 20% 


A 


PRENTED ” T, FL.ET CHE dre 


MY GOOD. FRIENDS, 


T a melancholy period like the preſent, when 

the Heavens ſeem to portend no good ſeaſon 

to the huſbandman, and all nature is apparently out 

of order, it is the duty of every individual to 

reflect upon his weakneſs and inability to help 
himſelf. 

Thoſe who have an idea of a God, who made 
and governs the world, will naturaily look up to 
him for protection, acknowledging his goodnels 
and power. He will reflect upon his own ways, 
and conſider how it happens, that the goodneſs of 
God is ſo little diſcerned at this moment. This 
will bid him to inquire, whether it 1s for any fin 
which he has committed, that the beneſicence of 
the Almighty ceaſes to flow; and, reflecting in 
this manner, the true believer will endeavour to 

amend his ways. We are, all of us, ſure enough, 

| greatly ſhort of that righteouſneſs which God ex- 

pects from us—we are all gone out of the way — 

there is none that doeth good; and though there are 

lome of purer lives and converſation than others, 

yet we muſt all confeis that we are unprofitable 
ſervants. 

The power of God is infinite; and if we ſtill 
go on in our wickedneſs, we muſt expect that he 
will exert that power in a wonderful manner. And 
though he is not willing that any ſhould periſh ; yet, 
if we ſtill perſiſt in our unlawful doings — if we 
ſtill perſevere in our ſins, and bid defiance to that 
mercy which is able and will.ng to fave us, what 
can we look for, but that fearful and tremendous 
judgment which he has threatened, and will exe- 
cute on the wicked. When the judgments» of 

God are in the earth, ſhould not the inhabitants of 
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the world learn righteouſneſs ?”” Tet me perſuade 


you, then, my good friends, to begin this . 
| * 
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work : I can have no intereſt in recommending, 
Your notice th but your preſent and eternal wel- 
fare; and it gives me daily concern to think, that 
there are ſo many amongſt us who ſeem to be to- 
taily Joſt to every religious ſentiment. — Let me 
beg of vou to think ſeriouſly and ſolemnly what 
vou are doing, and for what purpoſe you were lent 
into life. At this important criſis, when all our 
fabors for the ſuſtenance of ourſelves and our fel- 
low-creatures, ſcem to be nothing but vanity ; 
when all the produce of the carth ſeems to be in 
danger of being deiiroved ; whither can we flee 
ior ſupport ? Whither, but to him who firſt ſtretch- 
ed out, and can alone ſuſtain, the earth above the wa- 
ters; adoring his goodnels for having ſpared us 
until this time; imploiing the continuance of bis 
gracious protection; endeavouring to avert his 
judgments from our country, by contributing all 
in our power to its reformation. Secing things in 
this view, let each of us aſk ourſelves in the words 
of the keeper of the priſon, who was awakened by 
a like event, What muſt I do to be laved ?''— 
And let us do this not only at the preſent inſtant 
when we feel and experience the threatened cala- 
mity, but let us be in earneſt in this buſineſs, per- 
ſevere unto the end, knowing that by this conduct 
we ſhall obtain a crown of life. It is a melaucholy 
duty for me to perform, but ſtill it is my duty, to 
propheſy evil things concerning all thoſe who are 
wilfully wicked; and ſuch ma undoubtedly con- 
clude, that unleſs they repent, there can be no ſal- 
vation for them. There is ſcarcely a page in the 
goſpels which does not inculcate this doctrine, and 
declare, that without amendment of life, *wtth@aiwpt 
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none canenterinto the kingdom ofrighteouſzæc 
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claration of ſcripture, and as true as it is awful.-— 
Let it ſink deep into your minds, and let it not be 
the conſideration of the moment only, but let it be 
ſo fixed in your hearts, that it may bring forth the 
fruits of good living. Were afflictions to be con- 
ſidered as merely coming forth of the duſt, and 
trouble as Ipringing out of the ground, without 
any higher origin, or any wiſer deſign, they would 
leave our condition ſtill more uncomfortable than 
jt is, becauſe we ſhould lofe much of that aſſiſtance 
which they now give ns to improve our diſpoſi— 
tions, And, in fact, who is it that is the moſt im- 
patient under his own ſuif-rings, and unimproved 
by thoſe of other men, but him who has not God 
in all his thoughts? Aſiiiction is then only fitted 
to have its proper effect upon men—* When all 
that ſee it ſhall ſay, this hath God done,” and when 
they who feel the ſmart ſhall perceive that it is his 
work. 

And thus it is, that both reaſon and revelation 
teach us to conſider every occurrence as appointed 
by God, and ſubject to his diredtion—*© It was he, 
who firſt meaſured the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and me&Fed out Heaven with a ſpan, and 
comprehended the duſt of the earth in a m-alſure, 
and weighed the mountains in ſcales, and the hills 
in a balance.” And if at any time this ſtupen- 
dous arrangement of things is to the deſtruction of 
ſome, and the aſtoniſhment of all, diſturbed, we 
may be ſure that nothing of this kind can happen 
without his concurrence or permiſſion, who firſt 
formed the world. Fire and vapor, and ſtormy 
wind, whether within the cavities of the earth, or 
upo1 the furface of it; whether producing eſfects 
common and unheeded, or unuſual and ſurpriſing, 
are all the while executing the orders of their 
Maker, and fulfilling his word. 

And the Almighty intends and expects, when | 
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his hand is lifted up, that his rational creatures 
ſhould ſee, and ſtand in awe of it; but“ an un 
wile man doth not conſider this, and a fool, or an 
irreligious perſon, doth not underitand it.“ 

But we ouglit to reflect, that when the God of 
Nature appears to depart from his uſual methods of 
conducting his works, every individual ſhould in- 
quire into the reaſons of ſuch deviations, 

God is, no doubt, the abſolute Lord and Propri- 
etor of the whole earth: Ile is allo the wile and 
good Governor of it; when, therefore, beſides 
thoſe diſtreſſes and diſeaſes, which are commonly 
attendant upon folly and vice, as the natural con- 
ſequences of them, he makes hare his arm in 
ſome unuſual infliction, when the inha! vitant of the 
earth find themſelves aggiieved as at this time, not 
only with wars, but threatened likewiſe with famine 
in their land- when he ſends, as the ſcripture favs, 
his great army, the locuſt and the caterpillar, or a 
deluge of waters, cauſing ſome of his judgments to 
paſs through it, ſurely, thoſe who are wile, will 
ponder ſuch 6 - and, with all bumility, r-1c6 
on what errand ſuch affliftive di ſapfations may b. 
fupp ed to be ſent; and what inſtructions the God 
of Mercy may be preſumed to offer, by lending 
this, his ſtrange and awful work. 

Should we not then ſearch and try our ways. 
and*turn unto the Loid, in order to avert the evils 
with which we are threatened ? 

This will be, in the moſt proner ſenſe, to learn 
righteouſneſs; and would to God that we, of this 
kingdom, had lefs reaſon to apply theſe Judgments 
to ourſelves. If, indeed, upon an impartial fcru- 
tiny, we ſhould find ouriclves (even comparatively 
with other nations) without fin, yet let us not flat- 
ter curfeives that we are tighteous enough. In 
ſuch an imagination, believe me, we ſhould greatly 
ll the deilruck leſs 
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fatal, ſhould we grow ſecure upon finding ourſelves 
vit' out guilt, in ſome inſtances, where others are 
moſt guilty. - Mie ſhould ſtand clear of every lin. 
We {ſhould examine ourtelves whether, though we 
do not commit minder, ve ate free: from every ma- 
ſevolent with 2 Whether, though we do not deny 
the God of Heaven, we do not blalpheme his holy 


name, and live in, conſtant defiance of his laws ? 


Whether, though we do not per{rcute the faithful 
ſervants of Chriſt, and torture many fincer pro- 
feſſors of his religion, we do not fall into the op- 
poſite extreme of caring for none of theſe things? 
How long the great Governor of the Univer!: 
may think fit to ſuſhend the execution of his dread- 
ful ſentence againſt a guilty land, it is not poſſible 
for us to ſay; but we may reſt aſſured, that the 
Judge of all the ea:th will certainly do right: he 
will never let his corrections return to him in vain 
or ine:teftual : he will never let either perſonal or 
national impenitence finally prevail againſt his righ- 
teous government. We may be aſſured, that as 
he has 141d, ſo will he do —he will reward the vir- 
tuous with Heaven, and eternal happineſs, and the 
wicked will have their deſerts, 

Let us conſider then in what manner we may re- 
coin e inſtruction, ſo as to correct us in our wick- 
nes. Let us confider whether afflictions are not 
calculated to produce in the true Chriſtian a lively 
ſentiment of the emptineſs and frailty of all the 
advantages and goods of this earth. Whether they 
are not calculated to make us more attentive to our 
ways, and inſpire us with a zeal to work, our own 
lalvation with fear and trembling, How often 
does it happen to the darling of fortune, that tha 
dece.tful ſplendour with which he is ſurrounded, 
Cazzles his mind, and he is led aſtray from God and 
religion. The riches and the honours of life at- 
tract all his attention : they occupy his mind ſo 
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Clough 
much, that the thoughts of and his Jaws are 
bamihed from his ſoul, and the moſt exalted and 
moſt important truths make little or no impreſtion 
on his heart; he forgets his Creator and Benelactor, 
and grounds his comfort, his hope, and his confi- 
dence, in things which are merely dependent vpon 
events, that are totally unable to make their poſſellor 
happy; ſeldom or never does he think upon eternity, 
and his ſpirit, which is immortal, and endowed with 
ſuch amazing capacities, remains ignorant and vi- 
cious, death at length ariives, and all his imagi- 
nary happineſs departs for ever. But the pious 
man has many comforts;Amidſt all the vanity and 
folly of life : he thinks upon God; the conſidera— 
tion of futurity is a conſolation amidſt every evil; 
it produces in him the beautiful fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs, regarding himſelf as a gueſt and a ſtranger upon 
earth; he looks up to Heaven as his country; the 
improvement of his heart, and the increaſe of his good 
diſpoſitions, is his principal and deareſt concern; 
his whole life is a ſerious preparation for that per- 
jection and happineſs that awaits him beyond the 
grave; he thinks without fear of his end, and even 
wiſhes for the moment of his diſſolution, ſenſible 
of his entire dependence upon God. He adores 
his will. He gives the Lord the honour due unto 
his name, and cries out in humble ſubzg fſion, « Not 
unto us, Lord, not unto us, but wits thy name be 
the praiſe, for he knows that it is the Lord who 
maketh poor and maketh rich, who bringeth low, 
and lifteth up. He faiſeth the poor out of the 
duſt, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, 
to make him inherit the throne of glory. IIe doth 
whatever he pleaſes in heaven and on earth, and 
none can ſtay his hand and lay, What doeſt thou? 
If God, then, thus powerful, wiſhes to fetch us 
home by correction, our fancied goodneſs and de- 
ſerts vaniſh ; then are we aſhamed of that artifice 
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by which we endeavoured to impoſe upon our 


ſelves; we then in carneſt begin to prove and exa- 
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mine our hearts and our actions; we lee ourſelves 
then as we really are; we feel our weakneſs, and 
I perceive the multitude of failings and of crimes, 


that render us odious in the ſight of God; we 


S$lament the wretchedneſs of our condition, we de- 


plore our tranſgreſſions, we form a fixt purpole to 


mend, we vow to the Moſt High a voluntary and 
-onſtant obedience. In this caſe, Who is there that 
loes not confeſs, that it is good for him to have 
zen afflicted ? The adverſities that befall us are 
ſten the richeſt ſources of patience, of content- 
nent, of confidence and hope; they teach us to 


vean our hearts from earth, and call upon us to 
Place all our truſt on the grace and ſupport of the 


mighty. They incite us to prayer, and cauſe us 
o feel the high worth of religion, and all its hea- 
enly comiorts. They inſpire us with gentle dif- 
olitions towards our neighbour, and make us ſen— 
ble of the diſtreſſes of others. Shall we then 
omplain if the Father of Mercies ſhould viſit his 
hildren with various ſorrows, ſince they tend to 
ake us virtuous, and promote the ſpirit of reli— 
ION in our hearts? Or ſhall we venture to charge 
he Ruler of the World with injuſtice, if in the 
iſtribution of the goods and advantages of the 
arth he does not regard the perſons of men, but 
roceeds upon general laws, fince we know that 
ur preſent ſtate is not a ſlate of retribution, = 
iſcipline and trial? No; let us, my friends, con- 
's, that the Lord even then acts with wiſdom and 
indneſs, when he allows the pious to contend with 
üsfortunes, and to experience the moſt ſevere 
appointments. Let us confeſs, that all his ways 
e holy, juſt and good, and that they have no- 
ing in view but our true ſelicity. Let us humbly 
ore his will, and never impatiently revine at the 
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diſpenſations of his Providence. Let us endes 
vour to make ourſelves well pleaſing to him b. 
holineſs and virtue, and turn both proſperity an: 
adverſity, both agreeable and difagreeable events 
to the furtherance of his grand deſign. Thi 
is our appointment upon earth, and if we fulfill i: 
we cannot fail to be happy, let every thing elle ge 
with us as it will. Strive after a real and conſian 
happineſs, and ſeek it where it, is actually to | 
found. Apply yourſelves, above all things, to th 
cultivation, the improvement, and the ane 
of your ſpirit, which is framed for eternity. EI | 
deavour at the eſſential and permanent advantage 
which piety and virtue will procure for you.-- 
Make it your ſatisfaction and your glory to ſecu; 
the favour and the grace of God, to have the tc 
timony of a good conſcience, and to cheriſh ti 
hopes of everlaſting bliſs ; fo will your honour ang 
pleaſure depend upon events ſt; perior to time ar} 
opinion; you will pity the ſlave of vice, inſtead 
being envious of his ſeeming ſucceſſes; and yc | 
will be undiſturbed, ſerene and ſatisfied, amidſt * 
greateſt revolutions of your outward affai:s, 

This is the advice of one, who, though he car 
not boaſt of any ſuperior merit of his own, yet? 
an 2dmirer of holineſs and virtue in others, and 
anxious that aM mankind, as well as thoſe who © 
committed to his immediate care, ſhould attain r 
only temporal felicity here, but that greater 
more important happineſs, which 1s reſerved e. 
all hereafter, 

I. remain your affectionate and real friend, 
O. CREV. 


MuxoN, Ocr. 12, 1799. 4 


Ar e by 7. Hatcher, in Feregnt::fti cet. 
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friend, 
CREV 
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